FLORIDA
COMMUNITY
COOLLEGE

AT IACEEORVILLE

News Release

Marketing and Communications

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 29, 2007
Media contact:
Michael Corby
904-632-3310

Florida Community College at Jacksonville one of nine new schools selected by
FAA to conduct air traffic controller training
FCCJ one of 23 training centers under Air Traffic-Collegiate Training Initiative

Florida Community College at Jacksonville has been azttw by the Federal
Aviation Administration to become one of 23 air t@ffontrol training centers in the
nation. This authority comes to the College as path@®fAA Air Traffic-Collegiate
Training Initiative (AT-CTI), a program establishedai#ow colleges and universities
to conduct basic air traffic control.

FCCJ plans to initiate the program at their Cecil €eBbuth—Auviation
Center of Excellence in Fall Term 2008. The ACE oftgéete-of-the-art facilities and
the same high-fidelity simulation used by the FAA.

Projections are that with more than 13,000 air trafiictollers reaching
retirement age over the next decade, a critical sheitagoing to exist. Therefore the
need to hire replacements and additional controllensiaay as 15,000 total, was the
impetus for the creation of AT-CTI.

Originally 14 schools had the distinction of being parf®fCTI. However, to
meet the projected need for new air traffic contrslt@wrough the next ten years, the
FAA added nine new schools, among them FCCJ. The nawokcwere chosen out of
proposals presented by 19 schools, based on scores frategjpries. FCCJ attained
“high scores” in seven categories, the most of arstieg or newly authorized AT-CTI
school. The CTI program was opened to new schools in2a87, shortly after FCCJ
testified on March 27 before the House Committee onsprartation and
Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation about the neeskpand the program.
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“We are extremely pleased that the FAA has placednfdence in FCCJ,”
said Dr. Steven Wallace, president of FCCJ. “As onenbf nine additional schools
chosen to ensure the nation’s airspace system isgedry properly trained
controllers, we are proud to add this exceptional comgdoesur Aviation Center of
Excellence, solidifying its status as a premier avmtiaining center.”

Entry-level air traffic controllers earn about $50,000uat, with the prospect
of earning close to $100,000 in five years. FCCJ prograrms bast not been
established but it is projected that costs will be coatpeely moderate, as are other
complex technical community college programs. Locallyraific controllers are
employed at the Air Route Traffic Control Center iflikhd and at Jacksonville Traffic
Control Center at Jacksonville International Airport.

For more information about the program at FCCJ comt@t Director J.B.
Renninger, jorennin@fccj.edyor call 904-317-3801.
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Florida Community College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097; telephone number 404.679.4501) to award the associate
degree.
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